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IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Children 1 1nsp1re pops to perform

By CAROL HOPKINS
Cf The Oakland Press

ast vear, Shawn
leamp was at a
arade with his friend
Smith and their
famailies when the two

men — both musicians and
singers — began brain-

Tagg Smith, Bingo the Bear and Shawn Ryskamp are Zippity2Dad Productlons.

storming.
“We were thinlang about
maybe making a silly kids
songs CD?!DS-EJ% R N
38-year-old Oron cwmsﬂip
resident with five children.
Smith, the father of two
cthdren who could play piano
tar, knew Ryskam
hmgmdmrch el
m for years.
They wondered what it
might be like to put on shows
Ehuﬂ'- just bwo dads Ihe Uakland FrassiUuUE BAIMAN
who knew what it was like to
have kids,” said R, p.
The result has turned out to  dads use drama and music to
be “Zippity2Dad,” a production  explain the importance of char-
company where Rys amp and  acter traits such as trustworthi-
Smith hl:amﬁ; ness and fairness.
ize to han . - “During the
everything Fur more mfunngmnn show, we act and
from school Zippity2Dad Productions play nstru-
assemblies to  can be booked fo stage ments,” said
weddi IlbIBS' ngadiﬂﬂﬂ, and  Ryskamp. “We
entertain- parties. The company can  want to relate
ment. also provide vocalists and that we're per-
_ Afterthe  pianists for weddings, retire-  formers. Then we
initial dis- ment parties or corporate stress that kids,
cussion, events. Visit www.Zippity2dad.  too, perform
R ar p, com or call (248) 252-4747. every day and
W 5 per- how they perform
formed m::II . = is important.”
entertain years, g The men also have a 45-
xnm?];e m;gmh;nd}ﬂ minuteﬂmshuw an thatﬁd environ-
ment that takes ents on
show, “Character Performance: ., adventure with wasteful
Pre Children for the N “Earthenezer Skrooge,” a man,
Biggest of All — Life. the pair reports, who desper-
. Iutt}uée;e ﬂg-'hﬂ]?irn ::ihﬂW af;md ately needs to learn about car-
ar & nts 1 e1g i} mg for th et.
through ffth grade, the two. ot < Worerford
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Township resident, grew up
playmgpmrwan:lact[ngm
community theater On stage,
he’s busy pla instruments
0rmaki.ng|:£2§1mumals

“I'm the = ht man,” says
the 34-year-old Smith, with a
chmkle “Shawn is the funny
man.”

Smith’s ba in com-
puters has proved helpful,
“?mkamp noted. “He did the

eb site for us. Also our show
mnvolves sound cues and he
puts that into a program so
we can get what we need at
the of a button.”

Byskamp — who used to
tour as a costumed character
in a professional children’s
show —is use of

a Bingo the Bear costume he
hadtuckedmlns closet. Bingo
takes center stage during
I:artlﬂayshuwsandmlgmg

“Birthday-Grams.”

The dads also will provide
music and vocals for weddings,
corporate events or parties.

the company has
anly just , the two
friends appear excited about
its prospects.
g;l];ﬂmp has already
some assemblies and
entertamed at
a téens 16th hi

Ryskamp explamed | ]ust

love performing drama, and

. Tagg likes to Perfom,

too, but he’s more the instru-
mentalist.

“That'’s why we fit together
well. We both have our
strengths.”
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